
it,is important to keep in mind that a
presumption of regularity attaches to all official records.

.regretted that the circumstances of your case are such that
favorable action cannot be taken. You are entitled to have the
Board reconsider its decision upon submission of new and material
evidence or other matter not previously considered by the Board.
In this regard,
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This is in reference to your application for correction of your
naval record pursuant to the provisions of Title 10, United
States Code, Section 1552.

A three-member panel of the Board for Correction of Naval
Records, sitting in executive session, considered your
application on 8 March 2000. Your allegations of error and
injustice were reviewed in accordance with administrative
regulations and procedures applicable to the proceedings of this
Board. Documentary material considered by the Board consisted of
your application, together with all material submitted in support
thereof, your naval record and applicable statutes, regulations
and policies. In addition, the Board considered the advisory
opinion furnished by Awards Branch, Headquarters Marine Corps,
dated 19 January 2000, a copy of which is attached.

After careful and conscientious consideration of the entire
record, the Board found that the evidence submitted was
insufficient to establish the existence of probable material
error or injustice. In this connection, the Board substantially
concurred with the comments contained in the advisory opinion.
Accordingly, your application has been denied. The names and
votes of the members of the panel will be furnished upon request.

It is 



Consequently, when applying for a correction of an official naval
record, the burden is on the applicant to demonstrate the
existence of probable material error or injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
Executive Director

Enclosure



,

service and medical records, and the records at this
Headquarters fails to reveal any documentation to substantiate
his entitlement to the Purple Heart award.

woundeh or injured as a direct result of action by an enemy of
the United States or an opposing armed force of  a foreign
country in which the Armed Forces of the United States was
engaged.

3. As previously stated in our letter to him of 21 August 1986,
a'copy of which is forwarded as the enclosure, review of his

Puqple Heart was authorized for award to those who were

ltr 1650 MMDM-3 of 21 Aug 86

1. Mr. Tolentino is entitled to the following awards for his
service in the U.S. Marine Corps:

Combat Action Ribbon for service in Vietnam

National Defense Service Medal

Vietnam Service Medal with one silver and two bronze stars

Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation
(Gallantry Cross Color with palm)

Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation
(Civil Actions Color, 1st Class with palm)

Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal

Rifle Marksman Badge

2. During the period served in the Marine Corps,
the 

(1) CMC 

(BCNR)
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Head, Military Awards Branch
Personnel Management Division
by direction of
the Commandant of the Marine Corps

2

@ 784-9340.point,,of contact at MMMA is Mr

~concerning the injury, it is absolutely necessary
that some documentation be provided to verify his entitlement.

5. has not provided us with the required
eyewitness statements. Therefore, no further action can be
taken regarding a Purple Heart.

6. A 

4. In order to maintain the prestige and integrity of awards,
including the Purple Heart, it was necessary to establish
criteria upon which decisions concerning eligibility could be
established. These regulations have long since required a
written record of the wound, showing date, and nature of the
wound or injury, and medical treatment received. In the absence
of any written record the only alternative would be eyewitness
statements. While we do not intend to challenge the veracity of
his statement 



favoruble
reply .

Sincerely ,

more  is’i’egretted  we ate  unable to provide you  a 

dOCURlentS,
it can only be concluded that  you are not entitled to the award o f
the Purple Heart .

It 

review  and consideration  of you r
entitlement to the Purple Heart would be made .

In View of the above and the absence of the requested  

enemy  action  would hav e
to be submitted and  further 

a result of  that  you were  injured As  fact  
personll  knowledge of th ewho  had  enliPited  men)  

eyewitnessee  (on e
officer or two  

from  the medical officer  or two fdavits  
informed  at that  time tha t

aff 
M issouri on March 14, 1983, And  

service and medical records fails to re-
veal that you  were wounded or injure d under conditions for whic h
the Purple Heart can be authorized . The records show you were in -
formed of this by the National Personnel Record8 Center, St .
Louis, 

Porces
of the United States was  engaged .

A thorough review of your  

which  the Armed  
vnited 8tates or an op-

posing armed force of a  foreign country in  

OK injured as a
direct result of action by an enemy of the 

there  who were wounded 
Harine Corps, the Purple Heart

was authorized for  award to  
iluring  the period you served in the 

review  and determination. The delay in respond-
ing to your request is regretted.

was
referred to us fot 

addreseed to
the National Personnel Records Center, Louis, Missouri, which 

Narch  18, 1986, 

:

This is in reply to your letter dated 

Dear * 

21 AUG 1986
MHD&3

_’
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